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INTRODUCTION  
 

 
This document demonstrates how Realidades Level 4 meets the ACTFL Proficiency 
Guidelines. Correlation page references are to the Student and Teacher’s Editions. 
 
Realidades Levels 1 through 4 is a highly praised and effective standards-based program 
that seamlessly integrates communication, grammar, culture, and engaging technology. 
 
Realidades works!  

• Articulated sequence of instruction through Spanish 4  
• Balanced approach that combines vocabulary, grammar, culture, and communication 
• Print, hands-on, and digital resources to personalize and differentiate learning 
• Thematic, critical-thinking approach to understanding culture 
• Integrated 21st Century skills 
• Digital solutions for the classroom, the lab, at home, or mobile 

 
High School Spanish 
Realidades gives teachers a wide range of tools and support to help all students develop 
Spanish proficiency and cultural understanding. The articulated sequence through Level 4 
includes student-centered themes, performance based language tasks, differentiated 
resources, and engaging technology.  

 

 

Copyright © 2020 Savvas Learning Company LLC All Rights Reserved. 
Savvas™ and Savvas Learning Company™ are the exclusive trademarks of 
Savvas Learning Company LLC in the US and in other countries.
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Speaking 
ADVANCED LOW 
Speakers at the Advanced Low sublevel are 
able to handle a variety of communicative 
tasks. They are able to participate in most 
informal and some formal conversations on 
topics related to school, home, and leisure 
activities. They can also speak about some 
topics related to employment, current 
events, and matters of public and 
community interest. 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  9, 17, 19, 29, 42, 52, 71, 78, 98, 
123, 144, 148, 177, 183, 190, 251, 262, 
282, 311, 320, 323, 348, 379 
 

Advanced Low speakers demonstrate the 
ability to narrate and describe in the major 
time frames of past, present, and future in 
paragraph-length discourse with some 
control of aspect. In these narrations and 
descriptions, Advanced Low speakers 
combine and link sentences into connected 
discourse of paragraph length, although 
these narrations and descriptions tend to be 
handled separately rather than interwoven. 
They can handle appropriately the essential 
linguistic challenges presented by a 
complication or an unexpected turn of 
events. 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  9, 17, 19, 29, 42, 52, 71, 78, 98, 
123, 144, 148, 177, 183, 190, 251, 262, 
282, 311, 320, 323, 348, 379 
 

Responses produced by Advanced Low 
speakers are typically not longer than a 
single paragraph. The speaker’s dominant 
language may be evident in the use of 
false cognates, literal translations, or the 
oral paragraph structure of that language. 
At times their discourse may be minimal for 
the level, marked by an irregular flow, and 
containing noticeable self-correction. More 
generally, the performance of Advanced 
Low speakers tends to be uneven. 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  17, 19, 29, 42, 52, 71, 78, 98, 
123, 144, 148, 177, 183, 190, 251, 262, 
282, 311, 320, 323, 348, 379 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#aspect
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#connected%20discourse
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#connected%20discourse
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#paragraph
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#cognates
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#discourse
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Advanced Low speech is typically marked 
by a certain grammatical roughness (e.g., 
inconsistent control of verb endings), but 
the overall performance of the Advanced-
level tasks is sustained, albeit minimally. 
The vocabulary of Advanced Low speakers 
often lacks specificity. Nevertheless, 
Advanced Low speakers are able to use 
communicative strategies such as 
rephrasing and circumlocution. 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  17, 19, 29, 42, 52, 71, 78, 98, 
123, 144, 148, 177, 183, 190, 251, 262, 
282, 314, 320, 323, 348, 379 
 

Advanced Low speakers contribute to the 
conversation with sufficient accuracy, 
clarity, and precision to convey their 
intended message without 
misrepresentation or confusion. Their 
speech can be understood by native 
speakers unaccustomed to dealing with 
non-natives, even though this may require 
some repetition or restatement. When 
attempting to perform functions or handle 
topics associated with the Superior level, 
the linguistic quality and quantity of their 
speech will deteriorate significantly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  17, 19, 29, 42, 52, 71, 78, 98, 
123, 144, 148, 177, 183, 190, 251, 262, 
282, 311, 320, 323, 348, 379 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#circumlocution
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Writing 
ADVANCED LOW 
Writers at the Advanced Low sublevel are 
able to meet basic work and/or academic 
writing needs. They demonstrate the ability 
to narrate and describe in major time 
frames with some control of aspect. They 
are able to compose simple summaries on 
familiar topics. Advanced Low writers are 
able to combine and link sentences into 
texts of paragraph length and structure. 
Their writing, while adequate to satisfy the 
criteria of the Advanced level, may not be 
substantive. Writers at the Advanced Low 
sublevel demonstrate the ability to 
incorporate a limited number of cohesive 
devices, and may resort to some 
redundancy and awkward repetition. They 
rely on patterns of oral discourse and the 
writing style of their first language. These 
writers demonstrate minimal control of 
common structures and vocabulary 
associated with the Advanced level. Their 
writing is understood by natives not 
accustomed to the writing of non-natives, 
although some additional effort may be 
required in the reading of the text. When 
attempting to perform functions at the 
Superior level, their writing will deteriorate 
significantly. 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  36, 51, 52, 65, 71, 104, 117, 123, 
149, 170, 179, 195, 204, 232, 240, 272, 
304, 336, 359, 360, 398 
 

Listening 
ADVANCED LOW 
At the Advanced Low sublevel, listeners are 
able to understand short conventional 
narrative and descriptive texts with a clear 
underlying structure though their 
comprehension may be uneven. The 
listener understands the main facts and 
some supporting details. Comprehension 
may often derive primarily from situational 
and subject-matter knowledge. 
 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  22, 53, 63, 81, 98, 117, 132, 145, 
177, 214, 233, 247, 283, 295, 316, 349, 
350, 362, 379, 384 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#aspect
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#cohesive%20devices
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#cohesive%20devices
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#discourse
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Reading 
ADVANCED LOW 
At the Advanced Low sublevel, readers are 
able to understand 
conventional narrative and descriptive texts 
with a clear underlying structure though 
their comprehension may be uneven. These 
texts predominantly contain high-frequency 
vocabulary and structures. Readers 
understand the main ideas, and some 
supporting details. Comprehension may 
often derive primarily from situational and 
subject-matter knowledge. Readers at this 
level will be challenged to comprehend 
more complex texts. 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  8, 26, 51, 68-71, 112, 123, 151, 
167-169, 174, 189, 201-203, 210, 227, 
244, 257, 279, 313, 340, 375 
 

Speaking 
ADVANCED MID 
Speakers at the Advanced Mid sublevel are 
able to handle with ease and confidence a 
large number of communicative tasks. They 
participate actively in most informal and 
some formal exchanges on a variety of 
concrete topics relating to work, school, 
home, and leisure activities, as well as 
topics relating to events of current, public, 
and personal interest or individual 
relevance. 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  9, 17, 19, 29, 44, 53, 65, 81, 87, 
98, 117, 144, 183, 197, 211, 217, 251, 
265, 283, 289, 311, 323, 348, 362, 379, 
392 
 

Advanced Mid speakers demonstrate the 
ability to narrate and describe in the major 
time frames of past, present, and future by 
providing a full account, with good control 
of aspect. Narration and description tend to 
be combined and interwoven to relate 
relevant and supporting facts in connected, 
paragraph-length discourse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE: 17, 19, 29, 44, 53, 65, 81, 87, 98, 
117, 144, 183, 197, 211, 217, 251, 265, 
283, 289, 311, 323, 348, 362, 379, 392 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#narrative
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#aspect
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#description
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#discourse
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Advanced Mid speakers can handle 
successfully and with relative ease the 
linguistic challenges presented by a 
complication or unexpected turn of events 
that occurs within the context of a routine 
situation or communicative task with which 
they are otherwise familiar. Communicative 
strategies such as circumlocution or 
rephrasing are often employed for this 
purpose. The speech of Advanced Mid 
speakers performing Advanced-level tasks 
is marked by substantial flow. Their 
vocabulary is fairly extensive although 
primarily generic in nature, except in the 
case of a particular area of specialization or 
interest. Their discourse may still reflect the 
oral paragraph structure of their own 
language rather than that of the target 
language. 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  17, 29, 44, 53, 65, 81, 87, 98, 
117, 144, 183, 197, 211, 217, 251, 262, 
283, 289, 311, 323, 348, 379, 392 
 

Advanced Mid speakers contribute to 
conversations on a variety of familiar 
topics, dealt with concretely, with much 
accuracy, clarity and precision, and they 
convey their intended message without 
misrepresentation or confusion. They are 
readily understood by native speakers 
unaccustomed to dealing with non-natives. 
When called on to perform functions or 
handle topics associated with the Superior 
level, the quality and/or quantity of their 
speech will generally decline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE: 19, 29, 44, 53, 65, 81, 87, 98, 
117, 144, 183, 197, 214, 217, 251, 265, 
283, 289, 311, 323, 348, 379, 392 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#circumlocution
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#discourse
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#paragraph
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Writing 
ADVANCED MID 
Writers at the Advanced Mid sublevel are 
able to meet a range of work and/or 
academic writing needs. They demonstrate 
the ability to narrate and describe with 
detail in all major time frames with good 
control of aspect. They are able to write 
straightforward summaries on topics of 
general interest. Their writing exhibits a 
variety of cohesive devices in texts up to 
several paragraphs in length. There is good 
control of the most frequently used target-
language syntactic structures and a range 
of general vocabulary. Most often, thoughts 
are expressed clearly and supported by 
some elaboration. This writing incorporates 
organizational features both of the target 
language and the writer’s first language and 
may at times resemble oral discourse. 
Writing at the Advanced Mid sublevel is 
understood readily by natives not used to 
the writing of non-natives. When called on 
to perform functions or to treat issues at 
the Superior level, Advanced-Mid writers 
will manifest a decline in the quality and/or 
quantity of their writing. 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  36, 51, 65, 72, 104, 117, 163, 
170, 176, 188, 204, 232, 240, 256, 271, 
304, 336, 342, 368, 398 
 

Listening 
ADVANCED MID 
At the Advanced Mid sublevel, listeners are 
able to understand conventional narrative 
and descriptive texts, such as expanded 
descriptions of persons, places, and things, 
and narrations about past, present, and 
future events. The speech is predominantly 
in familiar target-language patterns. 
Listeners understand the main facts and 
many supporting details. Comprehension 
derives not only from situational and 
subject-matter knowledge, but also from an 
increasing overall facility with the language 
itself. 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE: 17, 22, 53, 63, 81, 98, 117, 132, 
150, 163, 177, 247, 258, 283, 295, 331, 
349, 356, 379, 384 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#aspect
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#cohesive%20devices
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#discourse
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Reading 
ADVANCED MID 
At the Advanced Mid sublevel, readers are 
able to understand 
conventional narrative and descriptive 
texts, such as expanded descriptions of 
persons, places, and things and narrations 
about past, present, and future events. 
These texts reflect the standard linguistic 
conventions of the written form of the 
language in such a way that readers can 
predict what they are going to read. 
Readers understand the main ideas, facts, 
and many supporting details. 
Comprehension derives not only from 
situational and subject-matter knowledge 
but also from knowledge of the language 
itself. Readers at this level may derive 
some meaning from texts that are 
structurally and/or conceptually more 
complex. 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  16, 27, 55, 68-71, 77, 83, 116, 
131, 162, 167-169, 185, 189, 201-203, 
210, 227, 244, 257, 285, 317, 351, 381, 
395-396 
 
 

Speaking 
ADVANCED HIGH 
Speakers at the Advanced High sublevel 
perform all Advanced-level tasks with 
linguistic ease, confidence, and 
competence. They are consistently able to 
explain in detail and narrate fully and 
accurately in all time frames. In addition, 
Advanced High speakers handle the tasks 
pertaining to the Superior level but cannot 
sustain performance at that level across a 
variety of topics. They may provide a 
structured argument to support their 
opinions, and they may construct 
hypotheses, but patterns of error appear. 
They can discuss some topics abstractly, 
especially those relating to their particular 
interests and special fields of expertise, but 
in general, they are more comfortable 
discussing a variety of topics concretely. 
 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  9, 17, 19, 29, 49, 53, 65, 81, 87, 
98, 117, 132, 149, 163, 183, 197, 214, 
234, 251, 265, 283, 292, 296, 315, 331, 
349, 379, 392 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#narrative
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#argument
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Advanced High speakers may demonstrate 
a well-developed ability to compensate for 
an imperfect grasp of some forms or for 
limitations in vocabulary by the confident 
use of communicative strategies, such as 
paraphrasing, circumlocution, and 
illustration. They use precise vocabulary 
and intonation to express meaning and 
often show great fluency and ease of 
speech. However, when called on to 
perform the complex tasks associated with 
the Superior level over a variety of topics, 
their language will at times break down or 
prove inadequate, or they may avoid the 
task altogether, for example, by resorting 
to simplification through the use of 
description or narration in place 
of argument or hypothesis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  17, 19, 29, 49, 53, 65, 81, 87, 98, 
117, 132, 149, 163, 183, 197, 211, 234, 
251, 265, 283, 292, 296, 315, 331, 349, 
379, 391 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#argument
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Writing 
ADVANCED HIGH 
Writers at the Advanced High sublevel are 
able to write about a variety of topics with 
significant precision and detail. They can 
handle informal and formal correspondence 
according to appropriate conventions. They 
can write summaries and reports of a 
factual nature. They can also write 
extensively about topics relating to 
particular interests and special areas of 
competence, although their writing tends to 
emphasize the concrete aspects of such 
topics. Advanced High writers can narrate 
and describe in the major time frames, with 
solid control of aspect. In addition, they are 
able to demonstrate the ability to handle 
writing tasks associated with the Superior 
level, such as developing arguments and 
constructing hypotheses, but are not able 
to do this all of the time; they cannot 
produce Superior-level writing consistently 
across a variety of topics treated abstractly 
or generally. They have good control of a 
range of grammatical structures and a fairly 
wide general vocabulary. When writing at 
the Advanced level, they often show 
remarkable ease of expression, but under 
the demands of Superior-level writing 
tasks, patterns of error appear. The 
linguistic limitations of Advanced High 
writing may occasionally distract the native 
reader from the message. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  36, 51, 65, 71, 72, 163, 170, 177, 
188, 204, 224, 240, 304, 336, 368, 398 
 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#aspect
http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#distract
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Listening 
ADVANCED HIGH 
At the Advanced High sublevel, listeners are 
able to understand, with ease and 
confidence, conventional narrative and 
descriptive texts of any length as well as 
complex factual material such as 
summaries or reports. They are typically 
able to follow some of the essential points 
of more complex or argumentative speech 
in areas of special interest or knowledge. In 
addition, they are able to derive some 
meaning from oral texts that deal with 
unfamiliar topics or situations. At the 
Advanced High sublevel, listeners are able 
to comprehend the facts presented in oral 
discourse and are often able to recognize 
speaker-intended inferences. Nevertheless, 
there are likely to be gaps in 
comprehension of complex texts dealing 
with issues treated abstractly that are 
typically understood by Superior-level 
listeners. 
 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  22, 54, 81, 82, 98, 117, 118, 132, 
163, 179, 184, 214, 218, 258, 283, 284, 
295, 349, 350, 380, 384 
 

Reading 
ADVANCED HIGH 
At the Advanced High sublevel, readers are 
able to understand, fully and with ease, 
conventional narrative and descriptive texts 
of any length as well as more complex 
factual material. They are able to follow 
some of the essential points of 
argumentative texts in areas of special 
interest or knowledge. In addition, they are 
able to understand parts of texts that deal 
with unfamiliar topics or situations. These 
readers are able to go beyond 
comprehension of the facts in a text, and to 
begin to recognize author-intended 
inferences. An emerging awareness of 
the aesthetic properties of language and of 
its literary styles permits comprehension of 
a wide variety of texts. Misunderstandings 
may occur when reading texts that are 
structurally and/or conceptually more 
complex. 

Representative pages follow:  
SE/TE:  19, 34, 63, 68-71, 84, 91, 102-
103, 120, 135-137, 167-169, 186, 189, 
201-203, 220, 235-237, 238-239, 244, 
269-270, 300-302, 322, 334-335, 365-367, 
382, 395-396 
 

 

http://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-proficiency-guidelines-2012/glossary/#aesthetic%20properties%20of%20language
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